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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the second 
transmitting port, a device logic that includes zoning data storage, a comparison circuit, 
an action circuit (claims 1 ,12,23,34,44,54) must be shown or the feature(s) canceled 
from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1 ,5,6 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

With regard to claims 1 and 34, Examiner suggests replacing "the external data 
devices" in lines 2-3 with "the plurality of external data devices" in consistent with "a 
plurality of external data devices" in lines 1-2. 

With regard to claims 1 and 34, Examiner suggests replacing "enforce the zones" 
in line 4 with "enforce the at least two zones" in consistent with "at least two zones" in 
line 2. 

With regard to claims 1 and 34, Examiner suggests replacing "an external data 
packet processing device" in lines 8-9 with "one of the plurality of external data devices" 
in consistent with "a plurality of external data devices" in lines 1-2. 

With regard to claims 5 and 6, and 37 and 38, Examiner suggests replacing "the 
external data devices" in line 1 with "the plurality of external data packet processing 
devices" in consistent with "a plurality of external data devices" in claim 1, lines 1-2. 
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With regard to claims 12 and 44, Examiner suggests replacing "the external data 
devices" in lines 2-3 with "the plurality of external data devices" in consistent with "a 
plurality of external data devices" in lines 1-2. 

With regard to claims 12 and 44, Examiner suggests replacing "enforce the 
zones" in line 4 with "enforce the at least two zones" in consistent with "at least two 
zones" in line 2. 

With regard to claims 12 and 44, Examiner suggests replacing "an external data 
packet processing device" in lines 13-14 with "one of the plurality of external data 
devices" in consistent with "a plurality of external data devices" in lines 1-2. 

With regard to claims 16 and 17, Examiner suggests replacing "the external data 
devices" in line 1 with "the plurality of external data packet processing devices" in 
consistent with "a plurality of external data devices" in claim 12, lines 1-2. 

With regard to claims 23 and 54, Examiner suggests replacing "said external 
data devices" in lines 7-8 with "said plurality of external data devices" in consistent with 
"a plurality of external data devices" in line 2. 

With regard to claims 23 and 54, Examiner suggests replacing "enforce the 
zones" in line 9 with "enforce the at least two zones" in consistent with "at least two 
zones" in line 2. 
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With regard to claims 23 and 54, Examiner suggests replacing "an external data 
packet processing device" in lines 19-20 with "one of the plurality of external data 
devices" in consistent with "a plurality of external data devices" in lines 1-2. 

With regard to claims 27 and 28, Examiner suggests replacing "the external data 
devices" in line 1 with "the plurality of external data packet processing devices" in 
consistent with "a plurality of external data devices" in claim 23, lines 1-2. 

With regard to claims 23 and 54, Examiner suggests replacing "said external 
data devices" in lines 7-8 with "the plurality of external data devices" in consistent with 
"a plurality of external data devices" in line 2. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraphias being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

With regard to claims 1 and 34, it is unclear if there is any difference between 
"coupling to" in lines 6,7,8 and "connecting" in line 10 or "connected to" in lines 14 and 
17. 
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With regard to claims 1 and 34, it is unclear whether "a received data packet" in 
line 15 is the same as one of the received data packets in "a receiving port ... receiving 
data packets" in line 6. 

With regard to claims 1 and 34, it is unclear whether "a data packet" in line 20 
and "the data packet" in line 21 is the same as "a received data packet" in line 15 and/or 
one of the received data packets in "a receiving port ... receiving data packets" in line 6. 

With regard to claims 2 and 36, it is unclear whether "the data packet" in line 2 is 
the same as "a received data packet" in claim 1 , line 15 and/or one of the received data 
packets in "a receiving port ... receiving data packets" in claim 1, line 6. 

With regard to claims 2 and 36, it is unclear where the received data packet in 
line 2 is forwarded to, and whether it is being forwarded to said first transmitting port. 

With regard to claims 2 and 36, it is unclear whether "said first transmitting port 
transmits the data packet" in lines 2-3 is the same as "a first transmitting port ... 
transmitting data packets" in claim 1 , line 7, and whether it refers to when the received 
data packet is forwarded in line 2. 

With regard to claims 3 and 37, it is unclear whether "the data packet" in line 2 is 
the same as "a received data packet" in claim 1, line 15 and/or one of the received data 
packets in "a receiving port ... receiving data packets" in claim 1, line 6. 

With regard to claims 3 and 37, it is unclear whether "said first transmitting port 
does not transmit the data packet" in lines 2-3 refers to when the received data packet 
is discarded in line 2. 
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With regard to claims 1 1 and 43, it is unclear whether "the data packet" in line 3 
is the same as "a received data packet" in claim 1 , line 15 and/or one of the received 
data packets in "a receiving port ... receiving data packets" in claim 1, line 6. 

With regard to claims 11 and 43, it is unclear where the received data packet is 
coming from in order "to provide the received data packet to said second transmitting 
port" in lines 2-3. 

With regard to claims 12 and 44, it is unclear if there is any difference between 
"coupling to" in lines 10,11,12 and "connected to" in lines 7,8,19,22 or "connecting" in 
line 15. 

With regard to claims 12 and 44, it is unclear whether "a received data packet" in 
line 20 is the same as one of the received data packets in "a receiving port ... receiving 
data packets" in line 10. 

With regard to claims 12 and 44, it is unclear whether "a data packet" in line 25 
and "the data packet" in line 26 is the same as "a received data packet" in line 20 and/or 
one of the received data packets in "a receiving port ... receiving data packets" in line 
10. 

With regard to claims 13 and 46, it is unclear whether "the data packet" in line 2 
is the same as "a received data packet" in claim 12 or 44, line 20 and/or one of the 
received data packets in "a receiving port ... receiving data packets" in claim 12 or 44, 
line 10. 
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With regard to claims 13 and 46, it is unclear where the received data packet in 
line 2 is forwarded to, and whether it is being forwarded to said first transmitting port. 

With regard to claims 13 and 46, it is unclear whether "said first transmitting port 
transmits the data packet" in lines 2-3 is the same as "a first transmitting port ... 
transmitting data packets" in claim 12 or 44, lines 11-12, and whether it refers to when 
the received data packet is forwarded in line 2. 

With regard to claims 14 and 47, it is unclear whether "the data packet" in line 2 
is the same as "a received data packet" in claim 12 or 44, line 20 and/or one of the 
received data packets in "a receiving port ... receiving data packets" in claim 12 or 44, 
line 10. 

With regard to claims 14 and 47, it is unclear whether "said first transmitting port 
does not transmit the data packet" in lines 2-3 refers to when the received data packet 
is discarded in line 2. 

With regard to claims 22 and 53, it is unclear whether "the data packet" in line 3 
is the same as "a received data packet" in claim 12 or 44, line 20 and/or one of the 
received data packets in "a receiving port ... receiving data packets" in claim 12 or 44, 
line 10. 

With regard to claims 22 and 53, it is unclear where the received data packet is 
coming from in order "to provide the received data packet to said second transmitting 
port" in lines 2-3. 
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With regard to claims 23 and 54, it is unclear if there is any difference between 
"coupling to" in lines 15,17,19 and "connected to" in lines 12,13,25,28 or "connecting" in 
line 21. 

With regard to claims 23 and 54, it is unclear whether "a received data packet" in 
line 26 is the same as one of the received data packets in "a receiving port ... receiving 
data packets" in lines 15-16. 

With regard to claims 23 and 54, it is unclear whether "a data packet" in line 31 
and "the data packet" in line 32 is the same as "a received data packet" in line 26 and/or 
one of the received data packets in "a receiving port ... receiving data packets" in lines 
15-16. 

With regard to claims 24 and 56, it is unclear whether "the data packet" in line 2 
is the same as "a received data packet" in claim 23 or 54, line 26 and/or one of the 
received data packets in "a receiving port ... receiving data packets" in claim 23 or 56, 
lines 15-16. 

With regard to claims 24 and 56, it is unclear where the received data packet in 
line 2 is forwarded to, and whether it is being forwarded to said first transmitting port. 

With regard to claims 24 and 56, it is unclear whether "said first transmitting port 
transmits the data packet" in lines 2-3 is the same as "a first transmitting port ... 
transmitting data packets" in claim 23 or 54, lines 17-18, and whether it refers to when 
the received data packet is forwarded in line 2. 

With regard to claims 25 and 57, it is unclear whether "the data packet" in line 2 
is the same as "a received data packet" in claim 23 or 54, line 26 and/or one of the 
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received data packets in "a receiving port ... receiving data packets" in claim 23 or 56, 
lines 15-16. 

With regard to claims 25 and 57, it is unclear whether "said first transmitting port 
does not transmit the data packet" in lines 2-3 refers to when the received data packet 
is discarded in line 2. 

With regard to claims 33 and 63, it is unclear whether "the data packet" in line 3 
is the same as "a received data packet" in claim 23 or 54, line 26 and/or one of the 
received data packets in "a receiving port ... receiving data packets" in claim 23 or 56, 
lines 15-16. 

With regard to claims 33 and 63, it is unclear where the received data packet is 
coming from in order "to provide the received data packet to said second transmitting 
port" in lines 2-3. 

5. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claims 1 and 34, lines 12-13, "the zone configuration of the fabric". 

Claims 7-10 and 39-42, all in line 2, "the portion for at least one more of the 
source address". 

Claims 12 and 44, lines 18, "the zone configuration of the fabric". 

Claims 18-21 and 49-52, all in line 2, "the portion for at least one more of the 
source address". 

Claims 23 and 54, lines 8-9, "external data devices in the same zone". 
Claims 23 and 54, lines 24, "the zone configuration of the fabric". 
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Claims 29-32 and 59-62, all in lines 2-3, "the portion for at least one more of the 
source address". 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1 ,12,23,34,44,54 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome 
the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

7. Claims 2-11,13-22,24-33,35-43,45-53,55-63 would be allowable if rewritten to 
overcome the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office 
action and to include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

With regard to claims 1,12,23,34,44,54, the prior art of record fails to anticipate or 
make obvious a fibre channel device comprising all the limitations including "a receiving 
port ... a first transmitting port ... a second transmitting port coupled to one of the 
plurality of external data packet processing device; and device logic coupled to said 
receiving port and said first and second transmitting ports, wherein said device logic 
includes: zoning data storage ... a comparison circuit coupled to said zoning data 
storage ... and an action circuit coupled to said comparison circuit ..." and a fibre 
channel switch and fibre channel fibre encompassing such a fibre channel device. 

See also related patents: U.S. Pat No. 7,151,778 (778) and 7,167,472 ('472). 
778 discloses a fibre channel device without a receiving port, a first transmitting port, a 
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second transmitting port, and device logic. '472 discloses a fibre channel device without 
a receiving port, a second transmitting port. 

Odenwald (U.S. Pat No. 6,988,149) discloses a loop/fabric system that 
comprises receiving and transmitting ports, device logic, data storage, and action circuit 
per se. However, Odenwald's an integrated target masking is not zoning. 

Sakurai et al. (Pub No. 2001/0028652 A1) discloses ATM cell switching system 
that comprises of receiving and transmitting ports, device logic, data storage, and an 
action circuit per se. However, Sakurai does not teach a second transmitting port 
coupled to one of the plurality of external data packet processing devices, and a zoning 
data storage. 

Huang (U.S. Pat No. 6,480,488) discloses a sorting and transmitting data 
packets method and apparatus. However, Huang does not teach a receiving port, a 
zoning data storage, and an action circuit. 

Foster et al. (Pub No. 2002/0159468 A1) discloses a method and system for 
administrative ports in a routing device. However, it does not teach a second 
transmitting port coupled to one of the plurality of external data packet processing 
devices. 

Hebb et al. (U.S. Pat No. 6,587,463) discloses packet classification engine but it 
is not a zoning data storage. 

AIN et al. (Pub No. 2006/0072454 A1) discloses fibre channel address blocking' 
but does not teach zoning. 
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Manning (Pub No. 2003/0056040 A1) discloses a two-step memory device 
command buffer apparatus and method, but unlike the zoning data storage as in claim 
34 that includes first, second, third and fourth memory. 



9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Blanche Wong whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3177. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 830am to 
530pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edan Orgad can be reached on 571-272-7884. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Conclusion 




BW 

January 31, 2007 




